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Johannes Kepler (1571-1630) is remembered, along with Copernicus and Galileo, as one of the greatest
Renaissance astronomers. A gifted analytical thinker, he made major contributions to physics, astronomy,
and mathematics. Kepler was trained as a theologian, yet did not hesitate to challenge church doctrine and
prevailing scientific beliefs by supporting the theory of a Sun-centered solar system. As Imperial
Mathematician to the Holy Roman Emperor, he analyzed the precise observations of the heavens that his
predecessor, the great astronomer Tycho Brahe, had recorded. The book follows the ingenious scientist along
the difficult pathway from raw data to his monumental discovery--the three Laws of Planetary Motion.
Kepler also made fundamental contributions to optical theory, including a correct description of the function
of the eye and a new and improved telescope design. His unique Rudolfine Tables, universal calculations of
planetary motion, were unprecedented in their accuracy. James Voelkel vividly describes these scientific
achievements, providing enough background in astronomy and geometry so even beginners can follow
Kepler's thinking and enjoy this book. Equally captivating is his account of Kepler's tumultuous life, plagued
by misery, disease, war, and fervent religious persecution.

Oxford Portraits in Science is an ongoing series of scientific biographies for young adults. Written by top
scholars and writers, each biography examines the personality of its subject as well as the thought process
leading to his or her discoveries. These illustrated biographies combine accessible technical information with
compelling personal stories to portray the scientists whose work has shaped our understanding of the natural
world.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Roberts:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Johannes Kepler and the New Astronomy (Oxford Portraits in Science), you could
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a book.

Veronica Roberts:

The book untitled Johannes Kepler and the New Astronomy (Oxford Portraits in Science) is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Johannes Kepler and the New Astronomy (Oxford
Portraits in Science) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Shawn McDonald:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Johannes Kepler and the New Astronomy
(Oxford Portraits in Science), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Tanya McNeil:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Johannes Kepler and the New Astronomy (Oxford Portraits in Science) will give you a new experience in
studying a book.
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