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In 1891 Benjamin Harrison, the first president engaged in conservation, had to have this new area of public
policy explained to him by members of the Boone and Crockett Club. This didn't take long, as he was only
asked to sign a few papers setting aside federal timberland. But from such small moments great social
movements grow, and the course of natural resource protection policy through 22 presidents has altered
Americans' relationship to the natural world in then almost unimaginable ways. Presidents and the American
Environment charts this course. Exploring the ways in which every president from Harrison to Obama has
engaged the expanding agenda of the Nature protection impulse, the book offers a clear, close-up view of the
shifting and nation shaping mosaic of both "green" and "brown" policy directions over more than a century.

While the history of conservation generally focuses on the work of intellectuals such as Muir, Leopold, and
Carson, such efforts could only succeed or fail on a large scale with the involvement of the government, and
it is this side of the story that Presidents and the American Environment tells. On the one hand, we find a
ready environmental engagement, as in Theodore Roosevelt's establishment of Pelican Island bird refuge
upon being informed that the Constitution did not explicitly forbid it. On the other hand, we have leaders like
Calvin Coolidge, playing hide-and-seek games in the Oval Office while ignoring reports of coastal industrial
pollution. The book moves from early cautious sponsors of the idea of preserving public lands to crusaders
like Theodore Roosevelt, from the environmental implications of the New Deal to the politics of pollution in
the boom times of the forties and fifties, from the emergence of "environmentalism" to recent presidential
detractors of the cause.

From Harrison's act, which established the American system of National Forests, to Barack Obama's efforts
on curbing climate change, presidents have mattered as they resisted or used the ever-changing tools and
objectives of environmentalism. In fact, with a near even split between "browns" and "greens" over those 22
administrations, the role of president has often been decisive. How, and how much, distinguished historian
Otis L. Graham, Jr., describes in in full for the first time, in this important contribution to American
environmental history.
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From reader reviews:

David Munsch:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Presidents and the American Environment book is readable by simply you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Presidents
and the American Environment content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you still
thinking Presidents and the American Environment is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Gabrielle Ponds:

This Presidents and the American Environment is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Presidents and the
American Environment in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Gary Simms:

You will get this Presidents and the American Environment by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Patricia Beall:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Presidents and the American Environment. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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