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Testing is one of the most controversial of all state and federal educational policies. The effects of testing are
quite ambiguous. The same test may lead to different consequences in different circumstances, and teachers
may use very different strategies to prepare students for tests. Although most experts agree that mandatory
testing leads to teaching to the test, they disagree about whether it leads to meaningless drill, wasted time,
de-professionalizing teachers, and demotivating students, or to more challenging and thoughtful curricula,
more engaging teaching, increased student motivation, and increased accountability.

To help sort through this ambiguity and provide a firmer basis for decisions, The Ambiguity of Teaching to
the Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform offers a hard look at the effects of state testing,
and thoroughly examines the ambiguity of test preparation and how test preparation practices are influenced
by what teachers know and the leadership coming from the school and district. Drawing on data from a
three-year study of New Jersey's testing policy in elementary mathematics and science, it helps to explain the
variety of ways that teachers modify their teaching in response to state tests, raises important questions, and
offers useful guidance on how state policymakers and local and district school administrators can implement
policies that will improve educational equity and performance for all students. It also offers an in-depth
analysis of classroom practices that should inform teachers and teacher educators whose goal is to
meaningfully implement conceptually based teaching practices.

This comprehensive look at the statewide variation in testing practice features:
*a data-based, non-ideological treatment of how testing affects teachers, in a field characterized by
ideologically driven beliefs and by anecdotes;
*an extensive and well-integrated combination of qualitative and quantitative data sources that provide a
statewide overview, as well as an in-depth analysis of teachers and classrooms;
*a careful analysis of the variety of forms of teaching to the test; and
*a multilevel exploration of how a variety of personal and leadership factors can influence teaching to the
test.

This is an important book for researchers, professionals, and students in educational testing, educational
policy, educational administration, mathematics and science education, educational reform, and the politics
and sociology of education. It will also prove useful for state policymakers, school and district leaders, and
teacher educators and curriculum specialists who are making decisions about how to design and respond to
new testing systems.
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From reader reviews:

Joey Leigh:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Ambiguity of Teaching to the
Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform book because book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Ida Johnson:

Typically the book The Ambiguity of Teaching to the Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Virginia Hughes:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Ambiguity of Teaching to the Test: Standards, Assessment, and
Educational Reform why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Anna Hart:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Ambiguity of Teaching to the
Test: Standards, Assessment, and Educational Reform is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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