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Named one of Amazon’s Best Short Story Collections of 2014
One of Atlanta Journal Constitution’s 9 Best Books of 2014
Best Short Story Collection of the Year, Tweed's Magazine
Winner of GLCA New Writers Award for Fiction
2014 LA Times Book Prize Finalist
Winner of the Florida Book Awards Silver Medal for Fiction
Nominated for the PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize for Debut Fiction

“A debut collection of unsparing yet warmly empathetic stories…akin to both Anton Chekhov and Raymond
Carver in humane spirit and technical mastery” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review).

The Heaven of Animals, award-winning young writer David James Poissant’s stunning debut, has been one
of the most-praised story collections of the year. Named one of Amazon’s Best Short Story Collections of
2014, compared to the work of Richard Ford and Amy Hemple in the Los Angeles Review of Books, to Anton
Chekhov, Raymond Carver, and George Saunders in the New York Post, and the subject of a full-page rave
by Clyde Edgerton in Garden & Gun, this “collection of vicious and heartbreaking vignettes” (The Orlando
Sentinel) is a must-read for any fiction lover.

In each of the stories in this remarkable debut, Poissant explores the tenuous bonds of family—fathers and
sons, husbands and wives—as they are tested by the sometimes brutal power of love. His strikingly true-to-
life characters have reached a precipice, chased there by troubles of their own making. Standing at the brink,
each must make a choice: Leap, or look away? Pulitzer Prize finalist Lee Martin writes that Poissant forces
us “to face the people we are when we’re alone in the dark.”

From two friends racing to save the life an alligator in “Lizard Man” to a girl helping her boyfriend face his
greatest fears in “The End of Aaron,” from a man who stalks death on an Atlanta street corner to a brother’s
surprise at the surreal, improbable beauty of a late night encounter with a wolf, Poissant creates worlds that
shine with honesty and dark complexity, but also with a profound compassion. These are stories hell-bent on
hope.

Fresh, smart, lively, and wickedly funny, The Heaven of Animals is startlingly original and compulsively
readable. As bestselling author Kevin Wilson puts it, “Poissant is a writer who knows us with such clarity
that we wonder how he found his way so easily into our hearts and souls.”
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From reader reviews:

John Jacquez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Heaven of Animals: Stories.

Marie Heidelberg:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Heaven of Animals: Stories. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The Heaven of
Animals: Stories. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we could open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Rita Campanelli:

The book The Heaven of Animals: Stories can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Heaven of
Animals: Stories? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Heaven of
Animals: Stories has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Franson:

Beside this The Heaven of Animals: Stories in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Heaven of Animals: Stories because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from today!
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