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Carefully documenting the deceptions and excesses of television news coverage of the so-called cocaine
epidemic, Cracked Coverage stands as a bold indictment of the backlash politics of the Reagan coalition and
its implicit racism, the mercenary outlook of the drug control establishment, and the enterprising reporting of
crusading journalism. Blending theoretical and empirical analyses, Jimmie L. Reeves and Richard Campbell
explore how TV news not only interprets "reality" in ways that reflect prevailing ideologies, but is in many
respects responsible for constructing that reality. Their examination of the complexity of television and its
role in American social, cultural, and political conflict is focused specifically on the ways in which American
television during the Reagan years helped stage and legitimate the "war on drugs," one of the great moral
panics of the postwar era.
The authors persuasively argue, for example, that powder cocaine in the early Reagan years was understood
and treated very differently on television and by the state than was crack cocaine, which was discovered by
the news media in late 1985. In their critical analysis of 270 news stories broadcast between 1981 and 1988,
Reeves and Campbell demonstrate a disturbing disparity between the earlier presentation of the middle- and
upper-class "white" drug offender, for whom therapeutic recovery was an available option, and the
subsequent news treatment of the inner-city "black" drug delinquent, often described as beyond rehabilitation
and subject only to intensified strategies of law and order. Enlivened by provocative discussions of Nancy
Reagan’s antidrug activism, the dramatic death of basketball star Len Bias, and the myth of the crack baby,
the book argues that Reagan’s war on drugs was at heart a political spectacle that advanced the reactionary
agenda of the New and Religious Right—an agenda that dismissed social problems grounded in economic
devastation as individual moral problems that could simply be remedied by just saying "no."
Wide ranging and authoritative, Cracked Coverage: Television News, the Anti-Cocaine Crusade, and the
Reagan Legacy is a truly interdisciplinary work that will attract readers across the humanities and social
sciences in addition to students, scholars, journalists, and policy makers interested in the media and drug-
related issues.
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From reader reviews:

Anh Huckaby:

The knowledge that you get from Cracked Coverage: Television News, The Anti-Cocaine Crusade, and the
Reagan Legacy may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Cracked Coverage:
Television News, The Anti-Cocaine Crusade, and the Reagan Legacy giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Cracked Coverage:
Television News, The Anti-Cocaine Crusade, and the Reagan Legacy instantly.

Daniel Trimble:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Cracked Coverage: Television News, The Anti-Cocaine Crusade, and the Reagan Legacy, you are able to
tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a reserve.

Alice Rodriguez:

The book untitled Cracked Coverage: Television News, The Anti-Cocaine Crusade, and the Reagan Legacy
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice read.

Jeff Keenan:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Cracked Coverage: Television
News, The Anti-Cocaine Crusade, and the Reagan Legacy or others sources were given information for you.



After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Cracked Coverage: Television
News, The Anti-Cocaine Crusade, and the Reagan Legacy to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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