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In this original examination of alcohol production in early America, Sarah Hand Meacham uncovers the
crucial role women played in cidering and distilling in the colonial Chesapeake. Her fascinating story is one
defined by gender, class, technology, and changing patterns of production.

Alcohol was essential to colonial life; the region's water was foul, milk was generally unavailable, and tea
and coffee were far too expensive for all but the very wealthy. Colonists used alcohol to drink, in cooking, as
a cleaning agent, in beauty products, and as medicine. Meacham finds that the distillation and brewing of
alcohol for these purposes traditionally fell to women. Advice and recipes in such guidebooks as The
Accomplisht Ladys Delight demonstrate that women were the main producers of alcohol until the middle of
the 18th century. Men, mostly small planters, then supplanted women, using new and cheaper technologies
to make the region's cider, ale, and whiskey.

Meacham compares alcohol production in the Chesapeake with that in New England, the middle colonies,
and Europe, finding the Chesapeake to be far more isolated than even the other American colonies. She
explains how home brewers used new technologies, such as small alembic stills and inexpensive cider
pressing machines, in their alcoholic enterprises. She links the importation of coffee and tea in America to
the temperance movement, showing how the wealthy became concerned with alcohol consumption only after
they found something less inebriating to drink.

Taking a few pages from contemporary guidebooks, Every Home a Distillery includes samples of historic
recipes and instructions on how to make alcoholic beverages. American historians will find this study both
enlightening and surprising.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Wysocki:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol,
Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture) will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Michael Decker:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol,
Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture) was making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial
Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture) is not only giving you far more new information but
also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial
Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture). You never experience lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Tanya McNeil:

The ability that you get from Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial
Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture) is the more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake
(Early America: History, Context, Culture) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake
(Early America: History, Context, Culture) instantly.

Louella Rape:

The particular book Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake
(Early America: History, Context, Culture) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this



book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes
some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after reading this article book.
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