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In The Hypersexuality of Race, Celine Parreñas Shimizu urges a shift in thinking about sexualized depictions
of Asian/American women in film, video, and theatrical productions. Shimizu advocates moving beyond
denunciations of sexualized representations of Asian/American women as necessarily demeaning or
negative. Arguing for a more nuanced approach to the mysterious mix of pleasure, pain, and power in
performances of sexuality, she advances a theory of “productive perversity,” a theory which allows
Asian/American women—and by extension other women of color—to lay claim to their own sexuality and
desires as actors, producers, critics, and spectators.

Shimizu combines theoretical and textual analysis and interviews with artists involved in various
productions. She complicates understandings of the controversial portrayals of Asian female sexuality in the
popular Broadway musical Miss Saigon by drawing on ethnographic research and interviews with some of
the actresses in it. She looks at how three Hollywood Asian/American femme fatales—Anna May Wong,
Nancy Kwan, and Lucy Liu—negotiate representations of their sexuality; analyzes 1920s and 1930s stag
films in which white women perform as sexualized Asian characters; and considers Asian/American
women’s performances in films ranging from the stag pornography of the 1940s to the Internet and video
porn of the 1990s. She also reflects on two documentaries depicting Southeast Asian prostitutes and sex
tourism, The Good Woman of Bangkok and 101 Asian Debutantes. In her examination of films and videos
made by Asian/American feminists, Shimizu describes how female characters in their works reject normative
definitions of race, gender, and sexuality, thereby expanding our definitions of racialized sexualities in
representation.
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From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Hypersexuality of Race: Performing Asian/American Women on Screen and Scene, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a guide.

Joshua Stamper:

Typically the book The Hypersexuality of Race: Performing Asian/American Women on Screen and Scene
has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Edward White:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Hypersexuality of Race: Performing
Asian/American Women on Screen and Scene or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Hypersexuality of Race: Performing
Asian/American Women on Screen and Scene to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Katherine Hood:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Hypersexuality of Race: Performing Asian/American Women on Screen and Scene
we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with that book The Hypersexuality of Race: Performing Asian/American Women on Screen and



Scene. You can more inviting than now.
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