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On a November night in 1984, Susan Rosenberg sat in the passenger seat of a U-Haul as it swerved along the
New Jersey Turnpike. At the wheel was a fellow political activist. In the back were 740 pounds of dynamite
and assorted guns.

That night I still believed with all my heart that what Che Guevara had said about revolutionaries being
motivated by love was true. I also believed that our government ruled the world by force and that it was
necessary to oppose it with force.

Raised on New York City's Upper West Side, Rosenberg had been politically active since high school,
involved in the black liberation movement and protesting repressive U.S. policies around the world and here
at home. At twenty-nine, she was on the FBI's Most Wanted list. While unloading the U-Haul at a storage
facility, Rosenberg was arrested and sentenced to an unprecedented 58 years for possession of weapons and
explosives.

I could not see the long distance I had traveled from my commitment to justice and equality to stockpiling
guns and dynamite. Seeing that would take years.

Rosenberg served sixteen years in some of the worst maximum-security prisons in the United States before
being pardoned by President Clinton as he left office in 2001. Now, in a story that is both a powerful memoir
and a profound indictment of the U.S. prison system, Rosenberg recounts her journey from the impassioned
idealism of the 1960s to life as a political prisoner in her own country, subjected to dehumanizing treatment,
yet touched by moments of grace and solidarity. Candid and eloquent, An American Radical reveals the
woman behind the controversy--and reflects America's turbulent coming-of-age over the past half century.

Since her release from prison in 2001, Susan Rosenberg has been a speaker, educator, and lecturer to young
people, graduate students, and those concerned with the issues of women in prison, political prisoners, prison
reform and social justice activism. She has lectured on these topics at Stanford Law School, Yale University
Law School, Columbia University School of Human Rights, Rutgers University, Brown University
Department of African American Studies, New York University Department of Women's and Legal Studies,
University of Massachusetts Department of Legal Studies, University of Michigan, Georgia State University
Law School, CUNY Graduate Center, and Washington University School of Law. In addition, she has
participated in prison reform, women's studies and legal conferences around the country.

Since 2004, Rosenberg has served as the director of communications at a faith-based human rights
organization working to alleviate poverty, hunger and disease in the developing world.

Rosenberg received an M.A. in Writing from Antioch University while in prison, as well as taking graduate
courses in creative and expository writing from the University of Iowa. She is an award-winning member of
PEN (Poets, Essayists and Novelists) and a member of the PEN Prison Writing Committee. For the last three
years she has been on panels at the PEN World Voices Festival with globally recognized authors.

She lives in New York City with her family.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Hopkins:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title An American
Radical suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled An
American Radicalis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Christy McCurry:

Exactly why? Because this An American Radical is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close
to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Nicholas Valles:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled An
American Radical your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The An
American Radical giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Leonard Jones:

This An American Radical is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having An American Radical in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with
ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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