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In the mid-twentieth century, as Americans abandoned city centers in droves to pursue picket-fenced visions
of suburbia, architect and urban planner Edmund Bacon turned his sights on shaping urban America. As
director of the Philadelphia City Planning Commission, Bacon forged new approaches to neighborhood
development and elevated Philadelphia's image to the level of great world cities. Urban development came
with costs, however, and projects that displaced residents and replaced homes with highways did not go
uncriticized, nor was every development that Bacon envisioned brought to fruition. Despite these challenges,
Bacon oversaw the planning and implementation of dozens of redesigned urban spaces: the restored colonial
neighborhood of Society Hill, the new office development of Penn Center, and the transit-oriented shopping
center of Market East.

Ed Bacon is the first biography of this charismatic but controversial figure. Gregory L. Heller traces the
trajectory of Bacon's two-decade tenure as city planning director, which coincided with a transformational
period in American planning history. Edmund Bacon is remembered as a larger-than-life personality, but in
Heller's detailed account, his successes owed as much to his savvy negotiation of city politics and the
pragmatic particulars of his vision. In the present day, as American cities continue to struggle with shrinkage
and economic restructuring, Heller's insightful biography reveals an inspiring portrait of determination and a
career-long effort to transform planning ideas into reality.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is you don't
know what one you should start with. This Ed Bacon: Planning, Politics, and the Building of Modern
Philadelphia (The City in the Twenty-First Century) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lisa Streeter:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Ed Bacon: Planning, Politics, and the Building of Modern Philadelphia (The City
in the Twenty-First Century) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
to cover but this book offers high quality.

Joel Fallis:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Ed Bacon: Planning, Politics,
and the Building of Modern Philadelphia (The City in the Twenty-First Century) is simple to bring you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tyler Dean:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Ed Bacon: Planning, Politics, and the
Building of Modern Philadelphia (The City in the Twenty-First Century). This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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