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Emerging from decades of turmoil, late nineteenth-century Mexico City was a capital in transition. Yet as the
city (and its republic) embraced technological and social change, it still faced perceptions of widespread
crime and disorder. Accordingly, the Porfirian government relied on an elite group of government officials,
prominent citizens, politicians, urban professionals, and newspaper editors to elevate the Mexican nation
from its perceived backward condition. Influenced by prevailing social theories, such as positivism and
social Darwinism, this ruling class sought not only modernization but also the imposition of national morals.
While elites sought to guide and educate the middle class toward this ideal, they viewed the growing
underclass with apprehension and fear.
 
Through a careful examination of judicial records, newspapers, government documents, and travelers’
accounts, The Imagined Underworld uncovers the truth behind six of nineteenth-century Mexico’s most
infamous crimes, including those of the serial killer “El Chalequero.” During his sensational trial, ruling
elites linked the killer’s villainous acts with the impoverished urban world he inhabited and victimized. This
pattern was not limited to the most nefarious criminals; rather it would be repeated for all crimes committed
by the poor. In an effort to construct a social barrier between the classes, elites invented a dangerous urban
periphery populated by imaginary Mexicans—degenerate, deviant, and murderous. However, the Porfirian
elite did not count on middle-class and police involvement in crime—and in numerous incidents, including a
deadly love triangle, elites were betrayed by their own role in criminality. By analyzing the cases used to
forge the underworld and those that defied its myth, Garza uncovers the complex reality that existed beyond
the Porfirian ideals of order and progress.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Gann:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Imagined Underworld:
Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Leonard Palmer:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City.

Amelia Page:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Imagined Underworld:
Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.

Shaun Sae:

You can get this The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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