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In The Merchant of Venice, the path to marriage is hazardous. To win Portia, Bassanio must pass a test
prescribed by her father’s will, choosing correctly among three caskets or chests. If he fails, he may never
marry at all.

Bassanio and Portia also face a magnificent villain, the moneylender Shylock. In creating Shylock,
Shakespeare seems to have shared in a widespread prejudice against Jews. Shylock would have been
regarded as a villain because he was a Jew. Yet he gives such powerful expression to his alienation due to the
hatred around him that, in many productions, he emerges as the hero.

Portia is most remembered for her disguise as a lawyer, Balthazar, especially the speech in which she urges
Shylock to show mercy that “droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.”

The authoritative edition of The Merchant of Venice from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and
widely used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-The exact text of the printed book for easy cross-reference
-Hundreds of hypertext links for instant navigation
-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play
-Newly revised explanatory notes conveniently linked to the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries
-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language
-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books
-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Alexander Leggatt

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Merchant of
Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Cory Marshall:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare
Library) as your daily resource information.

Carol Jackson:

Beside this The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library) in your phone, it may give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The
Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!

Ralph Ainsworth:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book The
Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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