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For four decades, Venezuela prided itself for having one of the most stable representative democracies in
Latin America. Then, in 1992, Hugo Chávez Frías attempted an unsuccessful military coup. Six years later,
he was elected president. Once in power, Chávez redrafted the 1961 constitution, dissolved the Congress,
dismissed judges, and marginalized rival political parties. In a bid to create direct democracy, other Latin
American democracies watched with mixed reactions: if representative democracy could break down so
quickly in Venezuela, it could easily happen in countries with less-established traditions. On the other hand,
would Chávez create a new form of democracy to redress the plight of the marginalized poor?

In this volume of essays, leading scholars from Venezuela and the United States ask why representative
democracy in Venezuela unraveled so swiftly and whether it can be restored. Its thirteen chapters examine
the crisis in three periods: the unraveling of Punto Fijo democracy; Chávez's Bolivarian Revolution; and the
course of "participatory democracy" under Chávez. The contributors analyze such factors as the vulnerability
of Venezuelan democracy before Chávez; the role of political parties, organized labor, the urban poor, the
military, and businessmen; and the impact of public and economic policy. This timely volume offers
important lessons for comparative regime change within hybrid democracies.

Contributors: Damarys Canache, Florida State University; Rafael de la Cruz, Inter-American Development
Bank; José Antonio Gil, Yepes Datanalisis; Richard S. Hillman, St. John Fisher College; Janet Kelly,
Graduate Institute of Business, Caracas; José E. Molina, University of Zulia; Mosés Naím, Foreign Policy;
Nelson Ortiz, Caracas Stock Exchange; Pedro A. Palma, Graduate Institute of Business, Caracas; Carlos A.
Romero and Luis Salamanca, Central University of Venezuela; Harold Trinkunas, Naval Postgraduate
School.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Santiago:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Unraveling of Representative
Democracy in Venezuela. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Susan Tokarz:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Unraveling
of Representative Democracy in Venezuela suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Often the book untitled The Unraveling of Representative Democracy in Venezuelais the main one
of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Jesus Novak:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Unraveling of Representative Democracy in Venezuela.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Christopher Thompson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Unraveling of Representative Democracy
in Venezuela was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Unraveling of
Representative Democracy in Venezuela has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading this.
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