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One hundred years before Columbus and his fellow Europeans began their voyages of discovery, fleets of
giant junks commanded by the eunuch admiral Zheng He and filled with the empire’s finest porcelains,
lacquerware, and silk ventured to the world’s “four corners.” Seven epic expeditions brought China’s
treasure ships across the China Seas and Indian Ocean, from Japan to the spice island of Indonesia and the
Malabar Coast of India, on to the rich ports of the Persian Gulf and down the East African coast, to China’s
“El Dorado,” and perhaps even to Australia, three hundred years before Captain Cook’s landing. It was a
time of exploration and expansion, but it ended in a retrenchment so complete that less than a century later, it
was a crime to go to sea in a multimasted ship. In When China Ruled the Seas, Louise Levathes takes a
fascinating and unprecedented look at this dynamic period in China’s enigmatic history, focusing on the
country’s rise as a naval power that briefly brought half the world under its nominal authority.
 
Drawing on eyewitness accounts, official Ming histories, and African, Arab, and Indian sources, many
translated for the first time, Levathes brings readers inside China’s most illustrious scientific and
technological era. She sheds new light on the historical and cultural context in which this great civilization
thrived, as well as the perception of China by other contemporary cultures.
 
Beautifully illustrated and engagingly written, When China Ruled the Seas is the fullest picture yet of the
early Ming dynasty—the last flowering of Chinese culture before the Manchu invasion.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

This When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the
Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't always be worry When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon
Throne, 1405-1433 can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This When China Ruled the Seas: The
Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Carmel Smith:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This When China Ruled the Seas:
The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Linda Banks:

When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 nevertheless doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Brian Rutt:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the
Dragon Throne, 1405-1433 can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book
you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us



have When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433.
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