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In 1960, Edward Albee electrified the theater world with the American premiere of The Zoo Story, and
followed it two years later with his extraordinary first Broadway play, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Proclaimed as the playwright of his generation, he went on to win three Pulitzer Prizes for his searing and
innovative plays. Mel Gussow, author, critic, and cultural writer for The New York Times, has known Albee
and followed his career since its inception, and in this fascinating biography he creates a compelling
firsthand portrait of a complex genius.
The book describes Albee's life as the adopted child of rich, unloving parents and covers the highs and lows
of his career. A core myth of Albee's life, perpetuated by the playwright, is that The Zoo Story was his first
play, written as a thirtieth birthday present to himself. As Gussow relates, Albee has been writing since
adolescence, and through close analysis the author traces the genesis of Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?,
Tiny Alice, A Delicate Balance, and other plays. After his early triumphs, Albee endured years of critical
neglect and public disfavor. Overcoming artistic and personal difficulties, he returned in 1994 with Three
Tall Women. In this prizewinning play he came to terms with the towering figure of his mother, the woman
who dominated so much of his early life.
With frankness and critical acumen, and drawing on extensive conversations with the playwright, Gussow
offers fresh insights into Albee's life. At the same time he provides vivid portraits of Albee's relationships
with the people who have been closest to him, including William Flanagan (his first mentor), Thornton
Wilder, Richard Barr, John Steinbeck, Alan Schneider, John Gielgud, and his leading ladies, Uta Hagen,
Colleen Dewhurst, Irene Worth, Myra Carter, Elaine Stritch, Marian Seldes, and Maggie Smith. And then
there are, most famously, Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton, who starred in Mike Nichols's acclaimed
film version of Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? The book places Albee in context as a playwright who
inspired writers as diverse as John Guare and Sam Shepard, and as a teacher and champion of human rights.
Edward Albee: A Singular Journey is rich with colorful details about this uniquely American life. It also
contains previously unpublished photographs and letters from and to Albee. It is the essential book about one
of the major artists of the American theater.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blum:

Here thing why this specific Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You
can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Edward Albee: A Singular
Journey: A Biography in e-book can be your option.

April Hall:

The reason? Because this Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Wendell Holloway:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Edward Albee: A
Singular Journey: A Biography that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography become
your own personal starter.

Kelly Spinney:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This publication Edward Albee: A Singular Journey: A Biography was filled about science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the



modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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