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For years, the signsin the New Y ork City subway system were a bewildering hodge-podge of |ettering
styles, sizes, shapes, materials, colors, and messages. The original mosaics (dating from as early as 1904),
displaying avariety of serif and sans serif letters and decorative elements, were supplemented by signsin
terracotta and cut stone. Over the years, enamel signs identifying stations and warning riders not to spit,
smoke, or cross the tracks were added to the mix. Efforts to untangle this visual mess began in the mid-
1960s, when the city transit authority hired the design firm Unimark International to create a clear and
consistent sign system. We can see the results today in the white-on-black signs throughout the subway
system, displaying station names, directions, and instructionsin crisp Helvetica. This book tells the story of
how typographic order triumphed over chaos.

The process didn't go smoothly or quickly. At one point New York Times architecture writer Paul Goldberger
declared that the signs were so confusing one almost wished that they weren't there at all. Legend hasit that
Helvetica came in and vanquished the competition. Paul Shaw shows that it didn't happen that way -- that, in
fact, for various reasons (expense, the limitations of the transit authority sign shop), the typeface overhaul of
the 1960s began not with Helvetica but with its forebear, Standard (AKA Akzidenz Grotesk). It wasn't until
the 1980s and 1990s that Hel vetica became ubiquitous. Shaw describes the slow typographic changeover
(supplementing his text with more than 250 images -- photographs, sketches, type samples, and documents).
He places this signage evolution in the context of the history of the New Y ork City subway system, of 1960s
transportation signage, of Unimark International, and of Helveticaitself.
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey L ockwood:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or theitem for al peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has different
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want do that.

Y ou must know how great and aso important the book Helvetica and the New Y ork City Subway System:
The True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press). All type of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Frances Stone:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Helvetica and the New Y ork City Subway
System: The True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press) can be great book to read. May beit is usually best activity to
you.

Lowell Bohler:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Helvetica and the New Y ork City Subway
System: The True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you till
desire to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Cassandra Harvey:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Helvetica and the New
Y ork City Subway System: The True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press) which is keeping the e-book version. So,
try out this book? Let's observe.
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