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This sweeping study of mysticism by Jess Hollenback considers the writings and experiences of a broad
range of traditional religious mystics, including Teresa of Avila, Black Elk, and Gopi Krishna. It also makes
use of a new category of sources that more traditional scholars have almost entirely ignored, namely, the
autobiographies and writings of contemporary clairvoyants, mediums, and out-of-body travelers. This study
contributes to the current debate about the contextuality of mysticism by presenting evidence that not only
are the mystic's interpretations of and responses to experiences culturally and historically conditioned, but
historical context and cultural environment decisively shape both the perceptual and affective content of the
mystic's experience as well.

Hollenback also explores the linkage between the mystic's practice of recollection and the onset of other
unusual or supernormal manifestations such as photisms, the ability to see auras, telepathic sensitivity,
clairvoyance, and out-of-body experiences. He demonstrates that these extraordinary phenomena can
actually deepen our understanding of mysticism in unexpected ways.

A unique feature of this book is its in-depth analysis of "empowerment," an important phenomenon ignored
by most scholars of mysticism. Empowerment is a peculiar enhancement of the imagination, thoughts, and
desires that frequently accompanies mystical states of consciousness. Hollenback shows its cross-cultural
persistence, its role in constructing the perceptual and existential environments within which the mystic
dwells, and its linkage to the fundamental contextuality of mystical experience.
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From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

The publication untitled Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the
History of Religions) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Mysticism:
Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of Religions) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Grace Robinson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a book. The book Mysticism: Experience, Response, and
Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of Religions) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Samual Larkin:

This Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of
Religions) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
little digest in reading this Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in
the History of Religions) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean
in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Lawrence Wilson:

You can obtain this Mysticism: Experience, Response, and Empowerment (Hermeneutics: Studies in the
History of Religions) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by



written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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