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The Adams Family Correspondence, Mr. Butterfield writes, "is an unbroken record of the changing modes of
domestic life, religious views and habits, travel, dress, servants, food, schooling, reading, health and medical
care, diversions, and every other conceivable aspect of manners and taste among the members of a
substantial New England family who lived on both sides of the Atlantic and wrote industriously to each other
over aperiod of more than a century." These volumes are the first in the estimated twenty or more in Series 2
of The Adams Papers.

Including about six hundred letters to and from various members of the family, the Adams Family
Correspondence begins with a series of hitherto unpublished courtship letters between John Adams and
Abigail Smith. The weekly and sometimes daily reports by Adams of what was going on in the Continental
Congress during the years 1774-1777 are afar fuller and franker record than has been available before. His
wife'slettersin reply recount her difficultiesin raising afamily of young children and operating a farm while
war went on not far from her doorstep, refugees inundated Braintree, local epidemics raged, prices soared,
and goods and labor became ever scarcer. We learn for the first time that amid these distractions Abigail lost
a baby daughter, that getting herself and four children inocul ated against smallpox was an agonizing ordeal
of monthsin 1776, that after Burgoyne's defeat at Saratoga she wrote along, lecturing letter to her single
relative who had chosen the Loyalist side, and that her comments on blundering politicos, lax generals, and
unpatriotic neighbors were more frequent and incisive than has been supposed.

Thinking her letters too careless and too intimate for preservation, Abigail Adams pleaded at the end of one
of them, written a couple of months before the Declaration of 1ndependence was voted and while British
warships hovered within range of her house, "1 wish you would burn all my Letters." To which John Adams
replied, "The conclusion of your Letter made my Heart throb, more than a Cannonade would. Y ou bid me
burn your Letters. But | must forget you first."

So hefaithfully kept hers, she kept his, and they both kept their children's. Their grandson Charles Francis
Adams chose some of these for publication in a succession of small editions in the nineteenth century, but he
was highly selective, and he discreetly pruned away from the letters that he printed much that is both
revealing and engaging. Here, asisthe practice with all the Adams documentsin this edition, every letter
used isgivenin full. The second of these first volumes endsin March 1778 with John Adams on a
Continental frigate bound for hisfirst diplomatic mission in Europe, accompanied by his ten-year-old son,
John Quincy.
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From reader reviews:
Nathan Ramsey:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Adams Family
Correspondence, Volume 1 and 2: December 1761 - March 1778 (Adams Papers) book as this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Mary Todd:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Adams Family Correspondence, Volume 1 and 2: December 1761 - March 1778 (Adams Papers) the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Adams Family Correspondence,
Volume 1 and 2: December 1761 - March 1778 (Adams Papers) giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better lifein this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Troy Munoz:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Adams Family
Correspondence, Volume 1 and 2: December 1761 - March 1778 (Adams Papers) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for al of you who wantsto
end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick
Adams Family Correspondence, Volume 1 and 2: December 1761 - March 1778 (Adams Papers) become
your current starter.

Carolyn Walton:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromiit. Itis
known as of book Adams Family Correspondence, Volume 1 and 2: December 1761 - March 1778 (Adams
Papers). Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add



your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.
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