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The present publication is intended to supply a recognised deficiency in our literature—a library edition of
the Essays of Montaigne. This great French writer deserves to be regarded as a classic, not only in the land of
his birth, but in all countries and in all literatures. His Essays, which are at once the most celebrated and the
most permanent of his productions, form a magazine out of which such minds as those of Bacon and
Shakespeare did not disdain to help themselves; and, indeed, as Hallam observes, the Frenchman’s literary
importance largely results from the share which his mind had in influencing other minds, coeval and
subsequent. But, at the same time, estimating the value and rank of the essayist, we are not to leave out of the
account the drawbacks and the circumstances of the period: the imperfect state of education, the comparative
scarcity of books, and the limited opportunities of intellectual intercourse. Montaigne freely borrowed of
others, and he has found men willing to borrow of him as freely. We need not wonder at the reputation which
he with seeming facility achieved. He was, without being aware of it, the leader of a new school in letters
and morals. His book was different from all others which were at that date in the world. It diverted the
ancient currents of thought into new channels. It told its readers, with unexampled frankness, what its
writer’s opinion was about men and things, and threw what must have been a strange kind of new light on
many matters but darkly understood. Above all, the essayist uncased himself, and made his intellectual and
physical organism public property. He took the world into his confidence on all subjects. His essays were a
sort of literary anatomy, where we get a diagnosis of the writer’s mind, made by himself at different levels
and under a large variety of operating influences.
Of all egotists, Montaigne, if not the greatest, was the most fascinating, because, perhaps, he was the least
affected and most truthful. What he did, and what he had professed to do, was to dissect his mind, and show
us, as best he could, how it was made, and what relation it bore to external objects. He investigated his
mental structure as a schoolboy pulls his watch to pieces, to examine the mechanism of the works; and the
result, accompanied by illustrations abounding with originality and force, he delivered to his fellow-men in a
book.
Eloquence, rhetorical effect, poetry, were alike remote from his design. He did not write from necessity,
scarcely perhaps for fame. But he desired to leave France, nay, and the world, something to be remembered
by, something which should tell what kind of a man he was—what he felt, thought, suffered—and he
succeeded immeasurably, I apprehend, beyond his expectations…
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Guy:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Essays of Montaigne to read.

Nancy Farley:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Essays of Montaigne book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Essays of Montaigne content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Essays of Montaigne is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Donna Eldridge:

This Essays of Montaigne is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info
accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Essays of Montaigne in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

April Baker:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Essays of Montaigne can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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