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The term ‘fundamentalism’ carries a wide range of meanings, some of them pejorative. Here it is used to
refer to what the French call ‘integrism’, meaning a religious code which encompasses and governs with its
prescriptions the entire private and public life of individuals and the collectivity. The prime examples in the
contemporary world are Muslim renewal; Christian evangelical and charismatic churches, sects, and
tendencies; and Ultra-Orthodox Judaism.

These three varieties of movement represent radical departures from the traditions out of which they have
grown. These new forms can be characterized in terms of their ability to plug into local cultural practices and
incorporate them without theorizing; ability to provide a framework for coping with serious social ills among
the marginalized; ability to create transcultural communities of individuals without regard to prior political,
linguistic, or ethnic frontiers; obsessive attention to the control of sexuality, especially female; belief in the
literal truth of every word in the holy text; and their emphasis on conversion as a crisis and rupture in the life
of individuals.

Even in its early days, Pentecostalism was a multicultural, multi-ethnic movement, drawing on black
Americans, and the Mexican, European, and Asian migrant communities in America for its following.
Today, in some countries (such as Nigeria and Ghana) the appeal seems to be more to the middle-class
groups, while in others, such as in Latin America and the Philippines, it is most successful among the urban
poor and among indigenous peoples, and represents a profound change after five centuries of a virtual
Catholic monopoly.

In Islam and Judaism an erudite strand of learning has co-existed with a proliferation of healers and seers.
Modern Jewish fundamentalists are however overwhelmingly focused on texts, and although their heritage in
Eastern Europe has a strong element of ecstatic prayer, that has tended to take second place in the post-
Holocaust era to an institutionalization of learning. In Islam, likewise, the renewal movements, led usually
by lay people rather than clergy (except in Iran), focus on the text of the Qur’an and are hostile to mystical
heritage embodied by Sufism.

This new, four-volume collection from Routledge makes available a range of materials which represent: (a)
the most important recent analytical and descriptive contributions to the subject; (b) some doctrinal and
historical texts; and (c) a representative coverage of the subject by theme and geographical area. It is sure to
be welcomed by scholars and students as an indispensable resource for reference and research.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Fundamentalism and Charismatic
Movements (Critical Concepts in Religious Studies) book as basic and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ian Ashlock:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of
them is this Fundamentalism and Charismatic Movements (Critical Concepts in Religious Studies).

Steven Bemis:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Fundamentalism and Charismatic Movements (Critical
Concepts in Religious Studies) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Veda Howard:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Fundamentalism and Charismatic
Movements (Critical Concepts in Religious Studies) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Fundamentalism and Charismatic Movements (Critical Concepts in



Religious Studies).
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