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In her compendious study, [of the folktale of the runaway wife] Leavy argues that the contradictory claims of
nature and culture are embodied in the legendary figure of the swan maiden, a woman torn between the
human and bestial worlds.
--The New York Times Book Review

This is a study of the meaning of gender as framed by the swan maiden tale, a story found in the folklore of
virtually every culture. The swan maiden is a supernatural woman forced to marry, keep house, and bear
children for a mortal man who holds the key to her imprisonment. When she manages to regain this key, she
escapes to the otherworld, never to return.

These tales have most often been interpreted as depicting exogamous marriages, describing the girl from
another tribe trapped in a world where she will always be the outsider. Barbara Fass Leavy believes that, in
the societies in which the tale and its variants endured, woman was the other--the outsider trapped in a
society that could never be her own. Leavy shows how the tale, though rarely explicitly recognized, is
frequently replayed in modern literature.

Beautifully written, this book reveals the myriad ways in which the folktales of a society reflect its cultural
values, and particularly how folktales are allegories of gender relations. It will interest anyone involved in
literary, gender, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lantz:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on
Folklore and Gender as your daily resource information.

Cari Sexton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Denise Swann:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for your requirements is In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and
Gender this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this
book appropriate all of you.

Gordon Miller:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book In Search of the Swan Maiden: A
Narrative on Folklore and Gender to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on



Folklore and Gender can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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