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The story of an Ocean Hill–Brownsville teacher who crossed picket lines during the racially charged New
York City teachers’ strike of 1968.

In 1968 the conflict that erupted over community control of the New York City public schools was centered
in the black and Puerto Rican community of Ocean Hill–Brownsville. It triggered what remains the longest
teachers’ strike in US history. That clash, between the city’s communities of color and the white,
predominantly Jewish teachers’ union, paralyzed the nation’s largest school system, undermined the city’s
economy, and heightened racial tensions, ultimately transforming the national conversation about race
relations.

At age twenty-two, when the strike was imminent, Charles S. Isaacs abandoned his full scholarship to a
prestigious law school to teach mathematics in Ocean Hill–Brownsville. Despite his Jewish background and
pro-union leanings, Isaacs crossed picket lines manned by teachers who looked like him, and took the side of
parents and children who did not. He now tells the story of this conflict, not only from inside the
experimental, community-controlled Ocean Hill–Brownsville district, its focal point, but from within ground
zero itself: Junior High School 271, which became the nation’s most famous, or infamous, public school.
Isaacs brings to life the innovative teaching practices that community control made possible, and the
relationships that developed in the district among its white teachers and its black and Puerto Rican parents,
teachers, and community activists.

Charles S. Isaacs is a former schoolteacher, college professor, social activist, community organizer, financial
analyst, and occasional journalist. He is currently an independent real estate advisor to New York City’s
nonprofit community. He resides in Newburgh, New York.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-
69 (Excelsior Editions).

Charles Kinsella:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education,
1968-69 (Excelsior Editions). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important some sort of book Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69
(Excelsior Editions). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can
open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's read.

Aracely Schneider:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville:
A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (Excelsior Editions) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.

Ralph McClure:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but additionally novel and Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-
69 (Excelsior Editions) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Inside Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education,
1968-69 (Excelsior Editions) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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