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Chu T'ien-hsin's The Old Capital is a brilliant evocation of Taiwan's literature of nostalgia and remembrance.
The novel is centered on the question, "Is it possible that none of your memories count?" and explores the
reliability of remembrances and the thin line that separates fact from fantasy.

Comprised of four thematically linked stories and a novella, The Old Capital focuses on the cultural and
psychological realities of contemporary Taiwan. The stories are narrated by individuals who share an aching
nostalgia for a time long past. Strolling through modern Taipei, they return to the lost, imperfect memories
called forth by the smells and sensations of their city, and try to reconcile themselves to their rapidly
changing world.

The novella is built on the memories and recollections of a woman trying to make sense of herself and her
homeland. After a trip to Kyoto to meet with a friend, she returns to Taipei, where, having been mistaken for
a Japanese tourist, she revisits the sites of her youth using a Japanese colonial map of the city. Seeing Taipei
anew, the narrator confronts the complex nature of her identity, embodied in the contrast between a serene
and preserved Kyoto and a thoroughly modernized and chaotic Taipei.

The growing angst of these narrators reflects a deeper anxiety over the legacy of Japan and America in
Taiwan. The titles of the stories themselves-"Death in Venice," "Man of La Mancha," "Breakfast at
Tiffany's," "Hungarian Water"-reveal the strong currents of influence that run throughout the collection and
shape the content and texture of the writing. In his meticulous translation, Howard Goldblatt captures the
casual, intimate feel of Chu T'ien-hsin's writing while also maintaining its multiple layers of meaning. An
intertextual masterpiece, The Old Capital is a moving and highly sensual meditation on the elasticity of
memory and its power to shape personal identity.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Armstrong:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The Old
Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get previous to. The The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature
from Taiwan) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Carol Elliott:

The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) yet
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.

Dorothy Bernstein:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei
(Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In
different case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern
Chinese Literature from Taiwan) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Michael Berube:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful



images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) can make
you experience more interested to read.
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