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The United States has long been a model for accessible, affordable education, as exemplified by the country's
public universities. And yet less than 60 percent of the students entering American universities today are
graduating. Why is this happening, and what can be done? Crossing the Finish Line provides the most
detailed exploration ever of college completion at America's public universities. This groundbreaking book
sheds light on such serious issues as dropout rates linked to race, gender, and socioeconomic status.

Probing graduation rates at twenty-one flagship public universities and four statewide systems of public
higher education, the authors focus on the progress of students in the entering class of 1999--from entry to
graduation, transfer, or withdrawal. They examine the effects of parental education, family income, race and
gender, high school grades, test scores, financial aid, and characteristics of universities attended (especially
their selectivity). The conclusions are compelling: minority students and students from poor families have
markedly lower graduation rates--and take longer to earn degrees--even when other variables are taken into
account. Noting the strong performance of transfer students and the effects of financial constraints on student
retention, the authors call for improved transfer and financial aid policies, and suggest ways of improving the
sorting processes that match students to institutions.

An outstanding combination of evidence and analysis, Crossing the Finish Line should be read by everyone
who cares about the nation's higher education system.
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From reader reviews:

James Bauer:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Crossing the Finish Line: Completing College at
America's Public Universities.

Lynn Bailey:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Crossing the Finish Line: Completing
College at America's Public Universities book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Luis Gonzalez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Crossing the
Finish Line: Completing College at America's Public Universities, you can tells your family, friends and
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Catherine Graziani:

The book untitled Crossing the Finish Line: Completing College at America's Public Universities contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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