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Critically analyzing four decades of television situation comedies from The Honeymooners to The Bill
Cosby Show, Hamamoto shows how the sitcom reflects, explains, legitimates, and challenges the society in
which it is grounded, illumining the power of laughter both to reaffirm and to question existing social
structures. . . . Hamamoto offers a well-researched and refreshingly lucid study, immensely readable for its
astute scholarship. Indispensable for students and scholars of television, popular culture, and comedy. Choice

Nervous Laughter examines forty years of situation comedy, decade by decade, providing the first truly
panoramic view of TV's most popular dramatic form. Within this context, Hamamoto traces what he
describes as the dominant liberal democratic ideology implicit within situation comedy and explains its
enduring popularity. Examining liberal democratic culture, politics, and society he demonstrates how the
sitcom resolves social contradictions. Borrowing freely from the social sciences, history, and literary
criticism he explains the curious grip the TV sitcom has had on its audience for over forty years. This book
critically assesses the relationship between the media and society bringing questions of power, equality, and
democracy to the foreground. Nervous Laughter is important reading for both the specialist and the general
reader in its analysis of postwar American society.

Nervous Laughter is a study of liberal democratic culture, politics, and society. It describes the ways
affirmative aspects and contradictions of liberal democratic ideology are given form in television situation
comedy. It provides a close reading of forty years of television texts. Arguing against mainstream theories of
mass communications, the author presents an analytic framework that looks instead at conflict and
contradiction within class society. Challenging the legitimacy of airwave control by non-democratic social
institutions, Nervous Laughter concludes with a modest agenda that might lead to democratization of
television.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Nervous Laughter: Television Situation
Comedy and Liberal Democratic Ideology (Media and Society) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Jesse Williams:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy and Liberal Democratic
Ideology (Media and Society) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Georgia Martinez:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Nervous Laughter:
Television Situation Comedy and Liberal Democratic Ideology (Media and Society) which is keeping the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Jenni Roberts:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top collection in your reading list will be Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy and Liberal
Democratic Ideology (Media and Society). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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