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Islam is more than a set of laws, rites and beliefs presented as a religious and social totality. As a word it
covers a multitude of everyday forms and practices that are interwoven in complex, sometimes almost
invisible ways in daily existence. Drawing exclusively on his own fieldwork in Egypt, South Arabia and the
Lebanon, the author explores the nature of Islam and its impact on the daily lives of its followers; he shows
that all the Western stereotypes of Islam and its practitioners need to be treated with considerable scepticism.

He demonstrates also that the understanding of Islam is dependent on recognizing a variety of class tensions
and oppositions within an Islamic society. These have become all the more crucial in recent years with the
growth of a capitalist economy, in which the forms and functions of the state have expanded considerably.
This study focuses on the social and cultural divisions between very different groups and classes, ranging
from the working masses of Cairo to the new bourgeoisie of Algeria and Morocco.

The accent of the book is on the forms and transformations of Islam within these different societies. The
impact of colonialism is discussed in this context, and reformist and radical Islamic movements are analyzed
in relation to shifting structures in class and society at large.

First published in 1982.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

Typically the book Recognizing Islam (RLE Politics of Islam): An Anthropologist's Introduction (Routledge
Library Editions: Politics of Islam) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suitable to you. The book Recognizing Islam (RLE Politics of Islam): An Anthropologist's Introduction
(Routledge Library Editions: Politics of Islam) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jack Young:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your own free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you
ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
reserve untitled Recognizing Islam (RLE Politics of Islam): An Anthropologist's Introduction (Routledge
Library Editions: Politics of Islam) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Dan Williams:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Recognizing Islam (RLE Politics of Islam): An
Anthropologist's Introduction (Routledge Library Editions: Politics of Islam) it is very good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Jo Melvin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Recognizing Islam (RLE Politics
of Islam): An Anthropologist's Introduction (Routledge Library Editions: Politics of Islam) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick



Recognizing Islam (RLE Politics of Islam): An Anthropologist's Introduction (Routledge Library Editions:
Politics of Islam) become your personal starter.
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