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Filled with a remarkable cast of characters and set against the backdrop of imperial Russia, this tale of
forbidden romance could be the stuff of a great historical novel. But in fact The Pearl tells a true tale,
reconstructed in part from archival documents that have lain untouched for centuries. Douglas Smith presents
the most complete and accurate account ever written of the illicit love between Count Nicholas Sheremetev
(1751-1809), Russia’s richest aristocrat, and Praskovia Kovalyova (1768-1803), his serf and the greatest
opera diva of her time.
 
Blessed with a beautiful voice, Praskovia began her training in Nicholas’s operatic company as a young girl.
Like all the members of Nicholas’s troupe, Praskovia was one of his own serfs. But unlike the others, she
utterly captured her master’s heart. The book reconstructs Praskovia’s stage career as “The Pearl” and the
heartbreaking details of her romance with Nicholas—years of torment before their secret marriage, the
outrage of the aristocracy when news of the marriage emerged, Praskovia’s death only days after delivering a
son, and the unyielding despair that followed Nicholas to the end of his life. Written with grace and style,
The Pearl sheds light on the world of the Russian aristocracy, music history, and Russian attitudes toward
serfdom. But above all, the book tells a haunting story of love against all odds.  
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Callahan:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Pearl: A True
Tale of Forbidden Love in Catherine the Great's Russia? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Samara Reed:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Pearl: A True Tale of
Forbidden Love in Catherine the Great's Russia will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Alma Medina:

Here thing why this particular The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in Catherine the Great's Russia are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in
Catherine the Great's Russia giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no publication that similar with The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in Catherine the
Great's Russia. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in Catherine the Great's Russia in e-book
can be your alternative.

Aimee Buffington:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is actually The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in
Catherine the Great's Russia. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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