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Scorned by allies and enemies alike, the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) was one of the most
maligned fighting forces in modern history. Cobbled together by U.S. advisers from the remnants of the
French-inspired Vietnamese National Army, it was effectively pushed aside by the Americans in 1965.
When toward the end of the war the army was compelled to reassert itself, it was too little, too late for all
concerned.

In this first in-depth history of the ARVN from 1955 to 1975, Robert Brigham takes readers into the barracks
and training centers of the ARVN to plumb the hearts and souls of these forgotten soldiers. Through his
masterly command of Vietnamese-language sources—diaries, memoirs, letters, oral interviews, and
more—he explores the lives of ordinary men, focusing on troop morale and motivation within the context of
traditional Vietnamese society and a regime that made impossible demands upon its soldiers.

Offering keen insights into ARVN veterans' lives as both soldiers and devout kinsmen, Brigham reveals what
they thought about their American allies, their Communist enemies, and their own government. He describes
the conscription policy that forced these men into the army for indefinite periods with a shameful lack of
training and battlefield preparation and examines how soldiers felt about barracks life in provinces far from
their homes. He also explores the cultural causes of the ARVN's estrangement from the government and
describes key military engagements that defined the achievements, failures, and limitations of the ARVN as
a fighting force. Along the way, he explodes some of the myths about ARVN soldiers' cowardice, corruption,
and lack of patriotism that have made the ARVN the scapegoat for America's defeat.

Ultimately, as Brigham shows, without any real political commitment to a divided Vietnam or vision for the
future, the ARVN retreated into a subnational culture that redefined the war's meaning: saving their families.
His fascinating book gives us a fuller understanding not only of the Vietnam War but also of the problems
associated with U.S. nation building through military intervention.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Gross:

The event that you get from ARVN: Life and Death in the South Vietnamese Army (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but ARVN: Life and Death in the
South Vietnamese Army (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this particular ARVN: Life and Death in the South Vietnamese Army (Modern
War Studies (Hardcover)) instantly.

Steven Bemis:

The book with title ARVN: Life and Death in the South Vietnamese Army (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ryan Young:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims ARVN: Life
and Death in the South Vietnamese Army (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)).

James Valenzuela:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the book ARVN: Life and Death in the South Vietnamese Army
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book ARVN: Life and Death in the South Vietnamese Army
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of that time.
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