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Whether the product of passion or of a cool-headed decision to use ideas to rationalize excess, the
decimation of the world's libraries occurred throughout the 20th century, and there is no end in sight.
Cultural destruction is, therefore, of increasing concern.

In her previous book Libricide, Rebecca Knuth focused on book destruction by authoritarian regimes: Nazis,
Serbs in Bosnia, Iraqis in Kuwait, Maoists during the Cultural Revolution in China, and the Chinese
Communists in Tibet. But authoritarian governments are not the only perpetrators. Extremists of all
stripes?through terrorism, war, ethnic cleansing, genocide, and other forms of mass violence?are also
responsible for widespread cultural destruction, as she demonstrates in this new book.

Burning Books and Leveling Libraries is structured in three parts. Part I is devoted to struggles by extremists
over voice and power at the local level, where destruction of books and libraries is employed as a tactic of
political or ethnic protest. Part II discusses the aftermath of power struggles in Germany, Afghanistan, and
Cambodia, where the winners were utopians who purged libraries in efforts to purify their societies and
maintain power. Part III examines the fate of libraries when there is war and a resulting power vacuum.

The book concludes with a discussion of the events in Iraq in 2003, and the responsibility of American war
strategists for the widespread pillaging that ensued after the toppling of Saddam Hussein. This case
poignantly demonstrates the ease with which an oppressed people, given the collapse of civil restraints, may
claim freedom as license for anarchy, construing it as the right to prevail, while ignoring its implicit mandate
of social responsibility. Using military might to enforce ideals (in this case democracy and freedom) is futile,
Knuth argues, if insufficient consideration is given to humanitarian, security, and cultural concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Moore:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Burning Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence and
Cultural Destruction. Try to make the book Burning Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence and
Cultural Destruction as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Lee Nelson:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Burning Books and
Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence and Cultural Destruction book because this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Geraldine Moreno:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Burning Books and Leveling Libraries:
Extremist Violence and Cultural Destruction or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science book, any other book likes Burning Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist
Violence and Cultural Destruction to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Mark Miller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by



book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Burning
Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence and Cultural Destruction.
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