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Charles Darwin famously concluded On the Origin of Species with a vision of "endless forms most
beautiful" continually evolving. More than 150 years later many evolutionary biologists see not endless
forms but the same, or very similar, forms evolving repeatedly in many independent species lineages. A
porpoise's fishlike fins, for example, are not inherited from fish ancestors but are independently derived
convergent traits. In this book, George McGhee describes the ubiquity of the phenomenon of convergent
evolution and connects it directly to the concept of evolutionary constraint--the idea that the number of
evolutionary pathways available to life are not endless, but quite limited. Convergent evolution occurs on all
levels, from tiny organic molecules to entire ecosystems of species. McGhee demonstrates its ubiquity in
animals, both herbivore and carnivore; in plants; in ecosystems; in molecules, including DNA, proteins, and
enzymes; and even in minds, describing problem-solving behavior and group behavior as the products of
convergence. For each species example, he provides an abbreviated list of the major nodes in its
phylogenetic classification, allowing the reader to see the evolutionary relationship of a group of species that
have independently evolved a similar trait by convergent evolution. McGhee analyzes the role of functional
and developmental constraints in producing convergent evolution, and considers the scientific and
philosophical implications of convergent evolution for the predictability of the evolutionary process.
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From reader reviews:

Elisabeth Martinez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Convergent
Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology), you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Michael Parker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Convergent Evolution: Limited
Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology) guide written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt
Convergent Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology) as good book
but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by
its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Allen Barnett:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Convergent Evolution: Limited Forms Most
Beautiful (Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Annie Fowler:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the book Convergent Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful
(Vienna Series in Theoretical Biology) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book



and go through it. Beside that the guide Convergent Evolution: Limited Forms Most Beautiful (Vienna
Series in Theoretical Biology) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of these time.
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