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In this elegant and affectionate biography of one of the most controversial personalities of the nineteenth
century, Barbara Belford breaks new ground in the evocation of Oscar Wilde's personal life and in our
understanding of the choices he made for his art. Published for the centenary of Wilde's death, here is a fresh,
full-scale examination of the author of The Importance of Being Earnest and The Picture of Dorian Gray, a
figure not only full of himself but enjoying life to the fullest.

Based on extensive study of original sources and animated throughout by historical detail, anecdote, and
insight, the narrative traces Wilde's progression from his childhood in an intellectual Irish household to his
maturity as a London author to the years of his European exile. Here is Wilde the Oxford Aesthete becoming
the talk of London, going off to tour America, lecturing on the craftsmanship of Cellini to the silver miners
of Colorado, condemning the ugliness of cast-iron stoves to the ladies of Boston. Here is the domestic Wilde,
building sandcastles with his sons, and the generous Wilde, underwriting the publication of poets, lending
and spending with no thought of tomorrow. And here is the romantic Wilde, enthralled with Lord Alfred
Douglas in an affair that thrived on laughter, smitten with Florence Balcombe, flirting with Violet Hunt,
obsessed with Lillie Langtry, loving Constance, his wife.

Vividly evoked are the theatres, clubs, restaurants, and haunts that Wilde made famous. More than previous
accounts, Belford's biography evaluates Wilde's homosexuality as not just a private matter but one connected
to the politics and culture of the 1890s. Wilde's timeless observations, which make him the most quoted
playwright after Shakespeare, are seamlessly woven into the life, revealing a man of remarkable intellect,
energy, and warmth.

Too often portrayed as a tragic figure--persecuted, imprisoned, sent into exile, and shunned--Wilde emerges
from this intuitive portrait as fully human and fallible, a man who, realizing that his creative years were
behind him, committed himself to a life of sexual freedom, which he insisted was the privilege of every
artist.

Even now, we have yet to catch up with the man who exhibited some of the more distinguishing
characteristics of the twentieth century's preoccupation with fame and zeal for self-advertisement. Wilde's
personality shaped an era, and his popularity as a wit and a dramatist has never ebbed.

NOTE: This edition does not include a photo insert.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Oscar Wilde: A Certain
Genius. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Robert Perkins:

The guide with title Oscar Wilde: A Certain Genius contains a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Betty Serrano:

Exactly why? Because this Oscar Wilde: A Certain Genius is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Pamela Stanley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Oscar Wilde: A Certain Genius or
perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Oscar Wilde: A Certain Genius to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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