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In 1885, Louis Riel was charged with high treason, found guilty, and consequently executed for his role in
Saskatchewan's North-West Rebellion. During his trial, the Métis leader gave two speeches, passionately
defending the interests of the Métis in western Canada as well as his own life. Riel's Defence studies these
speeches, demonstrating the range of Riel's political and personal concerns.

The first and better known of the two speeches addresses the jury, while Riel's second speech - rarely
reprinted - addresses the court following his guilty verdict. Both orations have been edited, annotated, and
reprinted, and are followed by essays from diverse perspectives including philosophy, law, history, political
science, religion, and communication studies. Through the course of their inquiry, contributors come to
understand more about Riel's personal character and political thought, as well as his arguments supporting
Métis land claims, grievances against the federal government, and his immigration plan for the North-West.

Evaluating the rhetorical quality, legal merit, and cultural stakes of his speeches, Riel's Defence reveals the
significance of the last public statements made by a man who indelibly shaped Canada’s history by
combining his personal vision with a national vision.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Stennis:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Riel's Defence:
Perspectives on His Speeches? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Benjamin Hoffman:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Riel's Defence: Perspectives on His
Speeches, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Maryann Carson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Riel's Defence: Perspectives on His
Speeches book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Riel's Defence: Perspectives
on His Speeches as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Karen Baskin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Riel's Defence: Perspectives on His Speeches was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Riel's Defence: Perspectives on His
Speeches has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading which.
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