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The practice of plea bargaining plays a hugely significant role in the adjudication of criminal charges and has
provoked intense debate about its legitimacy. This book offers the first full-length philosophical analysis of
the ethics of plea bargaining. It develops a sustained argument for restrained forms of the practice and
against the free-wheeling versions that predominate in the United States.

In countries that have endorsed plea bargains, such as the United States, upwards of ninety percent of
criminal defendants plead guilty rather than go to trial. Yet trials, which grant a presumption of innocence to
defendants and place a substantial burden of proof on the state to establish guilt, are widely regarded as the
most appropriate mechanisms for fairly and accurately assigning criminal sanctions. How is it that many
countries have abandoned the formal rules and rigorous standards of public trials in favor of informal and
veiled negotiations between state officials and criminal defendants concerning the punishment to which the
latter will be subjected? More importantly, how persuasive are the myriad justifications that have been
provided for plea bargaining? These are the questions addressed in this book.

Examining the legal processes by which individuals are moved through the criminal justice system, the
fairness of those processes, and the ways in which they reproduce social inequality, this book offers an
ethical argument for restrained forms of plea bargaining. It also provides a comparison between the different
plea bargaining regimes that exist within the US, where it is well-established, England and Wales, where the
practice is coming under considerable critique, and the European Union, where debate continues on whether
it coheres with inquisitorial legal regimes. It suggests that rewards for admitting guilt are distinguished from
penalties for exercising the right to trial, and argues for modest, fixed sentence reductions for defendants
who admit their guilt. These suggestions for reform include discouraging the current practice of deliberate
over-charging by prosecutors and charge bargaining, and require judges to scrutinize more closely the
evidence against those accused of crimes before any guilty pleas are entered by them. Arguing that the
negotiation of charges and sentences should remain the exception, not the rule, it nevertheless puts forward a
normative defense for the reform and retention of the plea bargaining system.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Ethics of Plea Bargaining (Oxford Monographs on
Criminal Law and Justice) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with The Ethics of Plea Bargaining (Oxford Monographs
on Criminal Law and Justice) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Ethics of Plea Bargaining (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Sylvia Healey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Ethics of Plea Bargaining
(Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) publication written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still uncertainty The Ethics of Plea Bargaining (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice)
as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Adria Jenkins:

This The Ethics of Plea Bargaining (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The Ethics of Plea Bargaining (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and
Justice) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So
, this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Robert McKay:

This The Ethics of Plea Bargaining (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) is brand-new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The



Ethics of Plea Bargaining (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) can be the light food in your
case because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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