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"Superb... Flanders's convincing and smart synthesis of the evolution of an official police force,
fictional detectives, and real-life cause célèbres will appeal to devotees of true crime and detective
fiction alike." -Publishers Weekly, starred review

In this fascinating exploration of murder in nineteenth century England, Judith Flanders examines some of
the most gripping cases that captivated the Victorians and gave rise to the first detective fiction

Murder in the nineteenth century was rare. But murder as sensation and entertainment became ubiquitous,
with cold-blooded killings transformed into novels, broadsides, ballads, opera, and melodrama-even into
puppet shows and performing dog-acts. Detective fiction and the new police force developed in parallel, each
imitating the other-the founders of Scotland Yard gave rise to Dickens's Inspector Bucket, the first fictional
police detective, who in turn influenced Sherlock Holmes and, ultimately, even P.D. James and Patricia
Cornwell.

In this meticulously researched and engrossing book, Judith Flanders retells the gruesome stories of many
different types of murder in Great Britain, both famous and obscure: from Greenacre, who transported his
dismembered fiancée around town by omnibus, to Burke and Hare's bodysnatching business in Edinburgh;
from the crimes (and myths) of Sweeney Todd and Jack the Ripper, to the tragedy of the murdered Marr
family in London's East End. Through these stories of murder-from the brutal to the pathetic-Flanders builds
a rich and multi-faceted portrait of Victorian society in Great Britain. With an irresistible cast of swindlers,
forgers, and poisoners, the mad, the bad and the utterly dangerous, The Invention of Murder is both a
mesmerizing tale of crime and punishment, and history at its most readable.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Shiner:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Invention of Murder: How the Victorians Revelled in Death and
Detection and Created Modern Crime.

Frances Temple:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Invention of Murder: How the Victorians Revelled
in Death and Detection and Created Modern Crime as your daily resource information.

Simona Vela:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Invention of Murder: How the
Victorians Revelled in Death and Detection and Created Modern Crime that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The
Invention of Murder: How the Victorians Revelled in Death and Detection and Created Modern Crime
become your own starter.

Kent Moore:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. The Invention of Murder: How the Victorians Revelled in Death and
Detection and Created Modern Crime can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those
short spare time problems.
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