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Catherine Hogarth, who came from a cultured Scots family, married Charles Dickens in 1836, the same year
he began serializing his first novel. Together they traveled widely, entertained frequently, and raised ten
children. In 1858, the celebrated writer pressured Catherine to leave their home, unjustly alleging that she
was mentally disordered-unfit and unloved as wife and mother. Constructing a plotline nearly as powerful as
his stories of Scrooge and Little Nell, Dickens created the image of his wife as a depressed and uninteresting
figure, using two of her three sisters against her, by measuring her presumed weaknesses against their
strengths. This self-serving fiction is still widely accepted.

In the first comprehensive biography of Catherine Dickens, Lillian Nayder debunks this tale in retelling it,
wresting away from the famous novelist the power to shape his wife's story. Nayder demonstrates that the
Dickenses' marriage was long a happy one; more important, she shows that the figure we know only as "Mrs.
Charles Dickens" was also a daughter, sister, and friend, a loving mother and grandmother, a capable
household manager, and an intelligent person whose company was valued and sought by a wide circle of
women and men. Making use of the Dickenses' banking records and legal papers as well as their
correspondence with friends and family members, Nayder challenges the long-standing view of Catherine
Dickens and offers unparalleled insights into the relations among the four Hogarth sisters, reclaiming those
cherished by the famous novelist as Catherine's own and illuminating her special bond with her youngest
sister, Helen, her staunchest ally during the marital breakdown.

Drawing on little-known, unpublished material and forcing Catherine's husband from center stage, The Other
Dickens revolutionizes our perception of the Dickens family dynamic, illuminates the legal and emotional
ambiguities of Catherine's position as a "single" wife, and deepens our understanding of what it meant to be a
woman in the Victorian age.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

This The Other Dickens: a life of Catherine Hogarth is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Other Dickens: a life of Catherine Hogarth in your hand like having the world in your
arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or
fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Angela Drew:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Other Dickens: a life of Catherine
Hogarth is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Thomas Fleischmann:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Other Dickens:
a life of Catherine Hogarth which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Brenda Fairfax:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book The Other Dickens: a life of Catherine Hogarth. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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