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World travellers and armchair explores will be thrilled by Ludovico de Varthema's captivating travelogue,
The Travels of Ludovico DI Varthema in Egypt, Syria, Arabia Deserta and Arabia Felix, in Persia, India,
and Ethiopia, 1503 to 1508. It contains first-hand observations of pre-colonial Asia in the 16th Century, as
Varthema describes the daily lives, religious rituals, eating habits, marriage rites and other cultural practices
among the people he encountered.

The book contains first-person observations of ancient cultures from a European's point of view. Some of
Varthema's stories seem so incredible that the reader wonders about their accuracy. The translator provides
helpful footnotes discussing the accuracy of Varthema's observations. The footnotes suggest sources for
further reading and help the reader to make up his or her own mind about what is in the text.

One controversial story involves Varthema's travels in Siam (modern Burma). Varthema's travelling
companion was asked by a local man to deflower his wife, and the companion agreed. Other rituals of
Tarnasarri in Siam are revealed, including the tradition which mandates widows be burned alive after their
husbands die. Although the translator could not find absolute confirmation of these controversial practices,
he does not dispute Varthema's veracity on the matter. Another absorbing chapter discusses Javanese
cannibalism.

This is exactly the kind of book which is important to preserve. Varthema's Travels provide so much more
than the dry history of a textbook. Varthema was the first non-Muslim European to enter Mecca as a pilgrim
and his description of the Hajj is comprehensive and richly detailed. Varthema the man is as mysterious as
the cultures he visited. Almost nothing is known about the traveller outside of what is revealed by his books.
Thankfully readers have his experiences to help them recreate a historical era about which little is known in
the Western world.

About the Publisher

Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com

This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Travels of
Ludovico Di Varthema in Egypt, Syria, Arabia Deserta and Arabia Felix, in Persia, India, and Ethiopia, 1503
to 1508 (Classic Reprint) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Yolanda Osuna:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Travels of Ludovico Di Varthema in Egypt, Syria, Arabia Deserta and
Arabia Felix, in Persia, India, and Ethiopia, 1503 to 1508 (Classic Reprint) can be fine book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

Paula Shepard:

The book untitled The Travels of Ludovico Di Varthema in Egypt, Syria, Arabia Deserta and Arabia Felix,
in Persia, India, and Ethiopia, 1503 to 1508 (Classic Reprint) contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Aaron Thomsen:

This The Travels of Ludovico Di Varthema in Egypt, Syria, Arabia Deserta and Arabia Felix, in Persia,
India, and Ethiopia, 1503 to 1508 (Classic Reprint) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Travels of Ludovico Di Varthema in Egypt,
Syria, Arabia Deserta and Arabia Felix, in Persia, India, and Ethiopia, 1503 to 1508 (Classic Reprint) can be
the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These



books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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