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Compiled by a leading scholar of Chinese poetry, Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown is the first collection
of Chan (Zen) poems to be situated within Chan thought and practice. Combined with exquisite paintings by
Charles Chu, the anthology compellingly captures the ideological and literary nuances of works that were
composed, paradoxically, to "say more by saying less," and creates an unparalleled experience for readers of
all backgrounds.

Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown includes verse composed by monk-poets of the eighth to the
seventeenth centuries. Their style ranges from the direct vernacular to the evocative and imagistic. Egan's
faithful and elegant translations of poems by Han Shan, Guanxiu, and Qiji, among many others, do justice to
their perceptions and insights, and his detailed notes and analyses unravel centuries of Chan metaphor and
allusion. In these gems, monk-poets join mainstream ideas on poetic function to religious reflection and
proselytizing, carving out a distinct genre that came to influence generations of poets, critics, and writers.

The simplicity of Chan poetry belies its complex ideology and sophisticated language, elements Egan vividly
explicates in his religious and literary critique. His interpretive strategies enable a richer understanding of
Mahayana Buddhism, Chan philosophy, and the principles of Chinese poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Green:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Clouds
Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Steven Barraza:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian
Classics).

Edward Trotta:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often
the book you have read will be Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China
(Translations from the Asian Classics).

Jonathan Leake:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Clouds Thick, Whereabouts
Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics), you are able to enjoy both.
It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come



on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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