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The portrayal of evil in film and television, frequently denounced as an attack on "family values" and an
incitement to real-life violence, is more complicated and more disturbing than we realize. In a pointed
challenge to both Hollywood and its critics, Professor Thomas Hibbs argues that the demonic anti-heroes and
seductive comic evil of popular culture are not weapons in a conscious cultural assault but reactions to the
apathy and conformity of American life.

While the movies of Frank Capra once celebrated the triumph of good over evil, George Bailey has given
way to Hannibal Lecter, who through raw power and bold creativity lives "beyond good and evil." Professor
Hibbs follows the trajectory of evil in American film and television, linking it to the spread of nihilism-a
state of spiritual impoverishment and shrunken aspirations to which, both Tocqueville and Nietzsche warned,
democracies are especially susceptible. The most recent product of Hollywood's fascination with evil is the
comic nihilism of Seinfeld, in which the distinctively American pursuit of happiness is endlessly frustrated
by dark forces beyond our understanding or control.

Professor Hibbs probes the themes and artistry of the landmark works of the cinematic quest for evil. A
series of grisly films from The Exorcist to Cape Fear and Silence of the Lambs reveals a preoccupation with
the power of evil. When evil ceases to terrify, it becomes banal, producing a comic view of the
meaninglessness of life (Forrest Gump, Natural Born Killers, Titanic, The Simpsons). Seinfeld and
Trainspotting represent nihilism's last stage, but not the last word, and Professor Hibbs considers how
classical ideals-partially recovered in recent comedy (Pulp Fiction) and film noir (L.A. Confidential, Seven)-
might point the way out of nihilism.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Shows About Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from The Exorcist to Seinfeld? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Antonio Haynie:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Shows About Nothing: Nihilism in
Popular Culture from The Exorcist to Seinfeld book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Richard Davy:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Shows About
Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from The Exorcist to Seinfeld is kind of publication which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Charles Wright:

This Shows About Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from The Exorcist to Seinfeld are generally reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Shows About Nothing:
Nihilism in Popular Culture from The Exorcist to Seinfeld can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that
might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Shows About Nothing: Nihilism
in Popular Culture from The Exorcist to Seinfeld forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.
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