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The Battle of St. Bart's started as a conflict between two factions within one of the largest and most socially
prestigious Episcopal churches in the United States. Soon it escalated into a full blown war between Church
and State with basic constitutional issues at stake. But what Brent C. Brolin shows in this book is what took
place behind the public debate is a story worthy of a vintage Louis Auchincloss or James Gould Cozzens
novel. St. Bartholomew's Church, community house and garden sit on prime real estate on Park Avenue in
midtown Manhattan. The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission has designated the entire
complex as a landmark. In 1978, the Reverend Thomas C. Bowers became rector of the church after brilliant
ministries. Young, energetic and extremely charismatic, he proposed tearing down all or part of the complex
to erect a skyscraper with a projected annual income of $5 million, the profits to be used for charitable
purposes. Backed by an enthusiastic vestry, the rector at first ignored the dissident minority within his church
who opposed the tower. Their leader was J. Sinclair Armstrong, a former head of the SEC and deputy
secretary of the navy, with as many connections to service organizations as to the Wall Street community.
But what could not be ignored was the opposition of the city's landmarks commission, which exercised its
right to veto the skyscraper as visually inappropriate. The church's only recourse was to show financial
hardship, a plea the commission also rejected. While the specific case involves only New York City, the
issues it raises have national reverberations. To whom does the architectural heritage of a community
belong? What if, as claimed, a church cannot survive without additional income? Are churches entitled to
take part in real estate speculation? Is the bishop of New York right in advising the parishioners of St.
Bartholomew's that they have a God given vocation to fight landmarks laws?
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From reader reviews:

Mike Greene:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Battle of St. Bart's. Try to make the book The Battle
of St. Bart's as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Paul Cockrell:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Battle of St. Bart's will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Gary Tawney:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Battle of St. Bart's.

Mary Moore:

The reason why? Because this The Battle of St. Bart's is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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