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Cape Cod, that sandy, wind-swept enchantress, has captivated many writers, among them Henry David
Thoreau, whose descriptions of that "wild, rank place" have fired the imaginations of not one but many
generations. Among Thoreau's literary progeny is David Gessner, but this book goes far beyond the
naturalist's focus on the transcendent beauty of the landscape. Rather, Gessner combines his deeply felt sense
of place with observations of the Cape's people and with insights about his family, himself, and his art. In a
series of interconnected personal essays, he explores his response to his own recently cured cancer and to the
lung cancer that is killing his father. Issues of life and death intertwine with images of a land that Gessner
finds curiously healing: "Here thoughts are swamped by the smells, sounds, and sights of place. The gentle
hypnotic lapping of waves. A prehistoric cormorant on a slick black rock. The delicate lacework of sea grass
roots breaking down through a ledge of sand."

Gessner's introspection during a year spent writing in the family's weathered cottage portrays another
struggle, too. For a young writer just beginning his career, such mighty literary forebears as Thoreau can be
imposing, if not paralyzing. Yet the process of sorting through and making peace with the memories of his
genetic father gives Gessner the power to declare artistic independence from his literary one. Seeing
"something tremendously heroic" about his father's determination to perform mundane tasks in the face of
imminent death brings Gessner to realize that "our minds have minds of their own. Reality is fabulous, yes,
but we also crave something more. Symbol, perhaps. Meaning." In the end, what Cape Cod comes to mean
for Gessner is not just freedom from the past, but love and nobility in the face of death.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Santiago:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is actually A Wild, Rank Place.

Dora Dickey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking A Wild, Rank Place
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you are able to pick A Wild, Rank Place become your current starter.

Melanie Young:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This A Wild, Rank Place is simple to
develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space
to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Eliza Gold:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and A Wild, Rank Place as well as others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
A Wild, Rank Place to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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