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The dream of capturing and organizing knowledge is as old as history. From the archives of ancient Sumeria
and the Library of Alexandria to the Library of Congress and Wikipedia, humanity has wrestled with the
problem of harnessing its intellectual output. The timeless quest for wisdom has been as much about
information storage and retrieval as creative genius.

In Cataloging the World, Alex Wright introduces us to a figure who stands out in the long line of thinkers
and idealists who devoted themselves to the task. Beginning in the late nineteenth century, Paul Otlet, a
librarian by training, worked at expanding the potential of the catalog card, the world's first information chip.
From there followed universal libraries and museums, connecting his native Belgium to the world by means
of a vast intellectual enterprise that attempted to organize and code everything ever published. Forty years
before the first personal computer and fifty years before the first browser, Otlet envisioned a network of
"electric telescopes" that would allow people everywhere to search through books, newspapers, photographs,
and recordings, all linked together in what he termed, in 1934, a r?seau mondial--essentially, a worldwide
web.

Otlet's life achievement was the construction of the Mundaneum--a mechanical collective brain that would
house and disseminate everything ever committed to paper. Filled with analog machines such as telegraphs
and sorters, the Mundaneum--what some have called a "Steampunk version of hypertext"--was the
embodiment of Otlet's ambitions. It was also short-lived. By the time the Nazis, who were pilfering libraries
across Europe to collect information they thought useful, carted away Otlet's collection in 1940, the dream
had ended. Broken, Otlet died in 1944.

Wright's engaging intellectual history gives Otlet his due, restoring him to his proper place in the long
continuum of visionaries and pioneers who have struggled to classify knowledge, from H.G. Wells and
Melvil Dewey to Vannevar Bush, Ted Nelson, Tim Berners-Lee, and Steve Jobs. Wright shows that in the
years since Otlet's death the world has witnessed the emergence of a global network that has proved him
right about the possibilities--and the perils--of networked information, and his legacy persists in our digital
world today, captured for all time.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Hamilton:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Cataloging the World: Paul Otlet and the Birth of the
Information Age.

Paul Tirrell:

This Cataloging the World: Paul Otlet and the Birth of the Information Age book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This Cataloging the World: Paul Otlet and the Birth of the Information Age without
we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Cataloging the World: Paul Otlet and the Birth of the Information Age can bring once you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Cataloging the World: Paul Otlet and the Birth of the Information Age having great
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Henry Brown:

Typically the book Cataloging the World: Paul Otlet and the Birth of the Information Age has a lot details on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this book.

Laura Burnham:

This Cataloging the World: Paul Otlet and the Birth of the Information Age is new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Cataloging the
World: Paul Otlet and the Birth of the Information Age can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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