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A provocative reconsideration of a presidency on the brink of Civil War

Almost no president was as well trained and well prepared for the office as James Buchanan. He had served
in the Pennsylvania state legislature, the U.S. House, and the U.S. Senate; he was Secretary of State and was
even offered a seat on the Supreme Court. And yet, by every measure except his own, James Buchanan was a
miserable failure as president, leaving office in disgrace. Virtually all of his intentions were thwarted by his
own inability to compromise: he had been unable to resolve issues of slavery, caused his party to split-
thereby ensuring the election of the first Republican president, Abraham Lincoln-and made the Civil War all
but inevitable.

Historian Jean H. Baker explains that we have rightly placed Buchanan at the end of the presidential
rankings, but his poor presidency should not be an excuse to forget him. To study Buchanan is to consider
the implications of weak leadership in a time of national crisis. Elegantly written, Baker's volume offers a
balanced look at a crucial moment in our nation's history and explores a man who, when given the
opportunity, failed to rise to the challenge.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

Here thing why this kind of James Buchanan: The American Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-
1861 are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. James Buchanan: The American
Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861 giving you information deeper as different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with James Buchanan: The American
Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It
is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of James Buchanan: The American
Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861 in e-book can be your choice.

Phyllis Kelly:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This James Buchanan: The American Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861
book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer involving James Buchanan: The American Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861
content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking James Buchanan: The
American Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Tracy Gardiner:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the James Buchanan: The American
Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Daniel Watkins:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one works to



believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you buy it as
your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen with
you if you take James Buchanan: The American Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861 as the
daily resource information.
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