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From their conquest of Palestine in 1917 during World War I, until the establishment of the State of Israel in
1948, the British controlled the territory by mandate, representing a distinct cultural period in Middle Eastern
history. In Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of
Mandate Palestine, author Nina S. Spiegel argues that the Jewish community of this era created enduring
social, political, religious, and cultural forms through public events, such as festivals, performances, and
celebrations. She finds that the physical character of this national public culture represents one of the key
innovations of Zionism-embedding the importance of the corporeal into national Jewish life-and remains a
significant feature of contemporary Israeli culture.

Spiegel analyzes four significant events in this period that have either been unexplored or underexplored: the
beauty competitions for Queen Esther in conjunction with the Purim carnivals in Tel Aviv from 1926 to
1929, the first Maccabiah Games or "Jewish Olympics" in Tel Aviv in 1932, the National Dance
Competition for theatrical dance in Tel Aviv in 1937, and the Dalia Folk Dance Festivals at Kibbutz Dalia in
1944 and 1947. Drawing on a vast assortment of archives throughout Israel, Spiegel uses an array of
untapped primary sources, from written documents to visual and oral materials, including films, photographs,
posters, and interviews. Methodologically, Spiegel offers an original approach, integrating the fields of Israel
studies, modern Jewish history, cultural history, gender studies, performance studies, dance theory and
history, and sports studies.

In this detailed, multi-disciplinary volume, Spiegel demonstrates the ways that political and social issues can
influence a new society and provides a dynamic framework for interpreting present-day Israeli culture.
Students and teachers of Israel studies, performance studies, and Jewish cultural history will appreciate
Embodying Hebrew Culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

The feeling that you get from Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish
Community of Mandate Palestine is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Embodying
Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics,
Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine instantly.

Matthew German:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in
the Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

William Nelson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics,
Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine was colorful and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the
Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading that will.

Cruz Fleury:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,



story and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just seeking the Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in
the Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine when you required it?
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