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Pioneering oceanographer Curtis Ebbesmeyer unravels the mystery of marine currents, uncovers the
astonishing story of flotsam, and changes the world's view of trash, the ocean, and our global environment.

Curtis Ebbesmeyer is no ordinary scientist. He's been a consulting oceanographer for multinational firms and
a lead scientist on international research expeditions, but he's never held a conventional academic
appointment. He seized the world's imagination as no other scientist could when he and his worldwide
network of beachcomber volunteers traced the ocean's currents using thousands of sneakers and plastic bath
toys spilled from storm-tossed freighters.

Now, for the first time, Ebbesmeyer tells the story of his lifelong struggle to solve the sea's mysteries while
sharing his most surprising discoveries. He recounts how flotsam has changed the course of history - leading
Viking mariners to safe harbors, Columbus to the New World, and Japan to open up to the West - and how it
may even have made the origin of life possible. He chases icebergs and floating islands; investigates ocean
mysteries from ghost ships to a spate of washed-up severed feet on Canadian beaches; and explores the
enormous floating "garbage patches" and waste-heaped "junk beaches" that collect the flotsam and jetsam of
industrial society.

Finally, Ebbesmeyer reveals the rhythmic and harmonic order in the vast oceanic currents called gyres - "the
heartbeat of the world " - and the threats that global warming and disintegrating plastic waste pose to the
seas...and to us.
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From reader reviews:

Tiffaney Serna:

The book Flotsametrics and the Floating World: How One Man's Obsession Revolutionized Ocean Science
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Flotsametrics and the Floating World: How One Man's Obsession Revolutionized
Ocean Science to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a
publication Flotsametrics and the Floating World: How One Man's Obsession Revolutionized Ocean
Science. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Mary Christensen:

Flotsametrics and the Floating World: How One Man's Obsession Revolutionized Ocean Science can be one
of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight
arrangement in writing Flotsametrics and the Floating World: How One Man's Obsession Revolutionized
Ocean Science but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial thinking.

Donna Valdez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Flotsametrics and the Floating World: How One Man's Obsession
Revolutionized Ocean Science can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short
extra time problems.

Richard Starkes:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Flotsametrics and the Floating World:
How One Man's Obsession Revolutionized Ocean Science can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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