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A poignant personal account from a child of Calabrian peasants whose lifelong study of Italy unveils
the mysteries of this Bel Paese, "Beautiful Land," where artistic genius and political corruption have
gone hand in hand from the time of Michelangelo to The Sopranos
The child of Italian immigrants and an award-winning scholar of Italian literature, in My Two Italies Joseph
Luzzi straddles these two perspectives to link his family's dramatic story to Italy's north-south divide, its
quest for a unifying language, and its passion for art, food, and family.
From his Calabrian father's time as a military internee in Nazi Germany—where he had a love affair with a
local Bavarian woman—to his adventures amid the Renaissance splendor of Florence, Luzzi creates a deeply
personal portrait of Italy that leaps past facile clichés about Mafia madness and Tuscan sun therapy. He
delves instead into why Italian Americans have such a complicated relationship with the "old country," and
how Italy produces some of the world's most astonishing art while suffering from corruption, political
fragmentation, and an enfeebled civil society.
With topics ranging from the pervasive force of Dante's poetry to the meteoric rise of Silvio Berlusconi,
Luzzi presents the Italians in all their glory and squalor, relating the problems that plague Italy today to the
country's ancient roots. He shares how his "two Italies"—the earthy southern Italian world of his immigrant
childhood and the refined "northern" Italian realm of his professional life—join and clash in unexpected
ways that continue to enchant the many millions who are either connected to Italy by ancestry or bound to it
by love.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Gagne:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take My Two Italies as the daily resource information.

Mary Cruz:

The book untitled My Two Italies is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of My Two Italies
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Bonnie Gallup:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is usually
My Two Italies.

Christina Almonte:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving My Two Italies that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick My Two Italies
become your current starter.
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