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“Powerful and often startling…The Deserters offers a provokingly fresh angle on this most studied of
conflicts.” --The Boston Globe

A groundbreaking history of ordinary soldiers struggling on the front lines, The Deserters offers a
completely new perspective on the Second World War. Charles Glass—renowned journalist and author of
the critically acclaimed Americans in Paris: Life and Death Under Nazi Occupation—delves deep into army
archives, personal diaries, court-martial records, and self-published memoirs to produce this dramatic and
heartbreaking portrait of men overlooked by their commanders and ignored by history.

Surveying the 150,000 American and British soldiers known to have deserted in the European Theater, The
Deserters: A Hidden History of World War II tells the life stories of three soldiers who abandoned their posts
in France, Italy, and Africa. Their deeds form the backbone of Glass’s arresting portrait of soldiers pushed to
the breaking point, a sweeping reexamination of the conditions for ordinary soldiers.

With the grace and pace of a novel, The Deserters moves beyond the false extremes of courage and
cowardice to reveal the true experience of the frontline soldier. Glass shares the story of men like Private
Alfred Whitehead, a Tennessee farm boy who earned Silver and Bronze Stars for bravery in Normandy—yet
became a gangster in liberated Paris, robbing Allied supply depots along with ordinary citizens. Here also is
the story of British men like Private John Bain, who deserted three times but never fled from combat—and
who endured battles in North Africa and northern France before German machine guns cut his legs from
under him. The heart of The Deserters resides with men like Private Steve Weiss, an idealistic teenage
volunteer from Brooklyn who forced his father—a disillusioned First World War veteran—to sign his
enlistment papers because he was not yet eighteen. On the Anzio beachhead and in the Ardennes forest, as an
infantryman with the 36th Division and as an accidental partisan in the French Resistance, Weiss lost his
illusions about the nobility of conflict and the infallibility of American commanders.

Far from the bright picture found in propaganda and nostalgia, the Second World War was a grim and brutal
affair, a long and lonely effort that has never been fully reported—to the detriment of those who served and
the danger of those nurtured on false tales today. Revealing the true costs of conflict on those forced to fight,
The Deserters is an elegant and unforgettable story of ordinary men desperately struggling in extraordinary
times.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Clark:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Deserters: A Hidden History of
World War II book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Cornelius Ryerson:

The reserve with title The Deserters: A Hidden History of World War II includes a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Christopher Williams:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Deserters: A Hidden History of World War II can
be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Steven Miller:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Deserters: A Hidden History of World War II to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling
about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it.
Beside that the guide The Deserters: A Hidden History of World War II can to be your new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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