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Beethoven’s sixteen string quartets are some of the most extraordinary and challenging pieces of music ever
written. Originally composed and performed between 1798 and 1826, they have inspired artists of all
kinds—not only musicians—and have been subject to endless reinterpretation. But what is it like to
personally take up the challenge of these compositions, not only as a musician, but as a member of a quartet,
where each player has ideas about style and expression? To answer this question, Edward Dusinberre, first
violinist of the renowned Takács Quartet, offers a rare peek inside the workings of his ensemble, while
providing an insightful history of the compositions and their performance.

Founded in Hungary in 1975 and now based in Boulder, Colorado, the Takács is one of the world’s
preeminent string quartets, and performances of Beethoven have been at the center of their work together for
over forty years. Using the history of both the Takács Quartet and the Beethoven quartets as a foundation,
Beethoven for a Later Age provides a backstage look at the daily life of a quartet, showing the necessary
creative tension between individual and group and how four people can at the same time forge a lasting
artistic connection and enjoy making music together over decades. The key, Dusinberre reveals, to a quartet
crafting its own sound is in balancing continuity with change and experimentation—a theme that lies at the
heart of Beethoven’s remarkable compositions. In an accessible style, suitable for novices and chamber
music enthusiasts alike, Dusinberre illuminates the variety and contradictions of Beethoven's quartets, which
were composed against the turbulent backdrop of the Napoleonic Wars and their aftermath, and he brings the
technical aspects of the music to life.

Beethoven for a Later Age vividly shows that creative engagement with Beethoven’s radical and brilliant
quartets continues to be as stimulating now as it was for its first performers and audiences. Musicians and
music lovers will be intrigued by Dusinberre’s exploration of the close collaboration at the heart of any great
performance.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Beethoven for a Later Age: Living with the String Quartets.

Stephen Vancleave:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Beethoven for a
Later Age: Living with the String Quartets? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mark Montague:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Beethoven for a Later Age: Living with the
String Quartets, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Michael Clark:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Beethoven for a Later Age: Living with the String Quartets. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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