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Energy shortages, climate change, and the debate over national security have thrust oil policy to the forefront
of American politics. How did Americans grow so dependent on petroleum, and what can we learn from our
history that will help us craft successful policies for the future? In this timely and absorbing book, Paul Sabin
challenges us to see politics and law as crucial forces behind the dramatic growth of the U.S. oil market
during the twentieth century. Using pre–World War II California as a case study of oil production and
consumption, Sabin demonstrates how struggles in the legislature and courts over property rights, regulatory
law, and public investment determined the shape of the state's petroleum landscape.

Sabin provides a powerful corrective to the enduring myth of "free markets" by demonstrating how political
decisions affected the institutions that underlie California's oil economy and how the oil market and price
structure depend significantly on the ways in which policy questions were answered before World War II.
His concise and probing analysis casts fresh light on the historical relationship between business and
government and on the origins of contemporary problems such as climate change and urban sprawl. Incisive,
engaging, and meticulously researched, Crude Politics illuminates an important chapter in U.S.
environmental, legal, business, and political history and the history of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Crude Politics: The California Oil Market,
1900-1940. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Joyce Shryock:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Crude Politics: The California Oil
Market, 1900-1940 to read.

Robert Beaubien:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which improve
your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if you want
get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one along with theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Crude Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940
is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Arthur Faust:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the Crude
Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940 when you desired it?
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