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Sex, money, and politics—no, it’s not a thriller novel. Minneapolis Madams is the surprising and riveting
account of the Minneapolis red-light district and the powerful madams who ran it. Penny Petersen brings to
life this nearly forgotten chapter of Minneapolis history, tracing the story of how these “houses of ill fame”
rose to prominence in the late nineteenth century and then were finally shut down in the early twentieth
century.

In their heyday Minneapolis brothels were not only open for business but constituted a substantial economic
and political force in the city. Women of independent means, madams built custom bordellos to suit their
tastes and exerted influence over leading figures and politicians. Petersen digs deep into city archives, period
newspapers, and other primary sources to illuminate the Minneapolis sex trade and its opponents, bringing
into focus the ideologies and economic concerns that shaped the lives of prostitutes, the men who used their
services, and the social-purity reformers who sought to eradicate their trade altogether. Usually written off as
deviants, madams were actually crucial components of a larger system of social control and regulation.
These entrepreneurial women bought real estate, hired well-known architects and interior decorators to
design their bordellos, and played an important part in the politics of the developing city.

Petersen argues that we cannot understand Minneapolis unless we can grasp the scope and significance of its
sex trade. She also provides intriguing glimpses into racial interactions within the vice economy,
investigating an African American madam who possibly married into one of the city’s most prestigious
families. Fascinating and rigorously researched, Minneapolis Madams is a true detective story and a key
resource for anyone interested in the history of women, sexuality, and urban life in Minneapolis.
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From reader reviews:

Nichole Gibson:

This Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the
Riverfront without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront can
bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even telephone. This Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the
Riverfront having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Terrance Oneal:

The event that you get from Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront is a
more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of
Prostitution on the Riverfront giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this particular Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront instantly.

Stephen Beatty:

This Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Michael Rahn:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront. You can add your knowledge by it.



Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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