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When Alec Wilder's American Popular Song first appeared, it was almost universally hailed--from The New
York Times to The New Yorker to Down Beat--as the definitive account of the classic era of American
popular music. It has since become the standard work of the great songwriters who dominated popular music
in the United States for half a century. Now Wilder's classic is available again, with a new introduction by
Gene Lees.
Uniquely analytical yet engagingly informal, American Popular Song focuses on the melodic, harmonic, and
rhythmic qualities that distinguish American popular music and have made it an authentic art form. Wilder
traces the roots of the American style to the ragtime music of the 1890s, shows how it was incorporated into
mainstream popular music after 1900, and then surveys the careers of every major songwriter from World
War I to 1950. Wilder devotes desparate chapters to such greats as Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, George
Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, Cole Porter, and Harold Arlen. Illustrated with over seven hundred musical
examples, Wilder's sensitive analyses of the most distinctive, creative, and original songs of this period
reveal unexpected beauties in songs long forgotten and delightful subtleties in many familiar standards. The
result is a definitive treatment of a strangely unsung and uniquely American art.
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From reader reviews:

George Harvey:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950.

Julia Hanson:

The actual book American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 has a lot details on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after looking over this book.

Todd Jacob:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 this e-book consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Carmela Williams:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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