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"Beautiful Chaos is an extraordinary journey of Carey Perloff and her theatre, ACT. Their continued
evolution and ability to define and re-define themselves with courage, tenacity, and bravery allow them to
confront what seem like insurmountable odds. This continues to shape and inspire Carey and those who work
with her."--Olympia Dukakis, Academy Award-winning actress

"Carey Perloff's lively, outspoken memoir of adventures in running and directing theatre will be a key
document in the story of playmaking in America."--Tom Stoppard, Playwright

"Carey Perloff, quite literally, raised a vibrant new theater from the rubble of an old one. This refreshingly
honest account of her triumphs and misfires over the past two decades is both a fascinating read and an
invaluable handbook for anyone attempting such a labor of love."--Armistead Maupin, author of Tales of the
City

"Carey Perloff's marvel of a book is part memoir of a working mother, a passionate artist, a woman
flourishing in a male-dominated craft- and part lavish love letter to theater. It is as lively, thoughtful, and
insightful an account I have ever read about the art form. This one is for any person who has ever sat in the
dark and been spellbound by the transformative power of theater."--Khaled Hosseini, author of The Kite
Runner

"Carey Perloff is a veteran of the regional theatre wars. Beautiful Chaos is her vivacious account of her
ambitious work commanding San Francisco's American Conservatory Theatre (ACT). The book exudes
Perloff's trademark brio: smart, outspoken, full of fun and ferment."--John Lahr, author of Tennessee
Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh

"This is an engaged, engaging, deeply intelligent, and passionate account of why the theatre matters and how
it works in a city and in a society. It is also a fascinating and essential chapter in the history of San Francisco
itself, as well as the story of a committed theatre artist's determination and vision."--Colm Toibin, author of
Nora Webster

Carey Perloff, Artistic Director of San Francisco's legendary American Conservatory Theater, pens a lively
and revealing memoir of her twenty-plus years at the helm and delivers a provocative and impassioned
manifesto for the role of live theater in today's technology-infused world.

Perloff's personal and professional journey—her life as a woman in a male-dominated profession, as a wife
and mother, a playwright, director, producer, arts advocate, and citizen in a city erupting with enormous
change—is a compelling, entertaining story for anyone interested in how theater gets made. She offers a
behind-the-scenes perspective, including her intimate working experiences with well-known actors,
directors, and writers, including Tom Stoppard, Harold Pinter, Robert Wilson, David Strathairn, and
Olympia Dukakis.

Whether reminiscing about her turbulent first years as a young woman taking over an insolvent theater in
crisis and transforming it into a thriving, world-class performance space, or ruminating on the potential for
its future, Perloff takes on critical questions about arts education, cultural literacy, gender disparity,



leadership, and power.

Carey Perloff is an award-winning playwright, theater director, and the artistic director of the American
Conservatory Theater of San Francisco since 1992.
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From reader reviews:

Elvira Eberhardt:

This Beautiful Chaos: A Life in the Theater book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
That Beautiful Chaos: A Life in the Theater without we recognize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Beautiful Chaos: A Life in the Theater can
bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Beautiful Chaos: A Life in the Theater having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Carlos Quirk:

The experience that you get from Beautiful Chaos: A Life in the Theater will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Beautiful Chaos: A Life in the Theater giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read
the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Beautiful Chaos: A Life in the Theater
instantly.

Terrance Pitt:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Beautiful Chaos: A Life in the Theater it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Thomas Crittenden:

Precisely why? Because this Beautiful Chaos: A Life in the Theater is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you



a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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